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Course Description:  English 9 is a literature-based program which provides students with the opportunity to study a variety of literary genres and a focus from which to begin to think, write and speak critically about literature.  Students will be introduced to the short story, the novel, poetry, classical mythology, and Shakespearean drama and associated literary terminology.  Emphasis will be placed on developing the formal writing skills of the student through the writing process, and on developing structured and unstructured speaking skills through a variety of oral activities. Students will be introduced to the central elements of the persuasive essay, the analytical essay and the compare/contrast essay. Students will be assigned texts to read individually in addition to reading activities performed for class purposes.  Grammatical usage and vocabulary will be studied within the context of literary analysis and written composition.  Wherever possible, connections will be made with contemporary issues and with the social studies curriculum, in order to enhance and integrate student learning. 

Learner Outcomes:  Upon completion of English 9, students will

· possess a basic knowledge of the main literary genres of the short story, poetry, drama, the novel and non-fiction and be able to respond critically to the literature studied,

· be able to write well structured essays with an introduction, body and conclusion, using textual evidence, topic and supporting sentences, and

· be able to express themselves orally with clarity and coherence in a variety of prepared and unprepared situations.

Texts:


Writers Inc, Sebranek,Kemper and Meyer




Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths, Evslin

Mythology, Hamilton

Odyssey, Fagles 

To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee



Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare


 

Selected Poetry




Selected Short Stories



Other selected novels to enhance study of units
Assessment:

Students will be expected to complete a variety of assignments including tests, quizzes, comprehension questions, vocabulary exercises, journal entries, oral and written commentaries, a variety of essays, and an extended personal narrative.  In addition, students are to read at least three additional works independently each semester. Students will be required to maintain a portfolio of their work throughout the year.
Unit 1 and 2 – Building Blocks of Western Literature  (Part 1: Mythology/Reprisal of Summer Reading     Part 2: Poetry: The Odyssey)
Students will gain an understanding of Greek mythology and its significance in literature and the modern world.  The reading of selected chapters of Evslin’s Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths, as well as Hamilton’s Mythology will prepare the ground for Fagles’ translation of Homer’s The Odyssey. Students will undertake the reading of nine books of this epic poem, apply their knowledge of Greek mythology and learn effective methods of annotation.  Students will be able to recognize and use the terms, legend, myth, fable, epic, parable, allegory, allusion, Homeric simile and epithet.

(i) Independent Reading: Students are required to read a novel independently, other than the assigned class texts.  Teachers will determine what type of assignments and/or book sharing will be done.
Unit 3 - The Short Story
Students will read a selection of short stories and consider elements of narrative writing such as characterization, plot, setting, point of view, tone, conflict (external/internal), irony and others. Students will learn how to construct analytical paragraphs and react to the short stories through journal entries.  Selected titles may include:


“Poison” 
Dahl
“The Tell-Tale Heart”

Poe


“The Way up to Heaven”  
Dahl
“Lamb to the Slaughter”

Dahl


“Thank You, Ma’am” 
Hughes
“The Gift of the Magi”

Henry


“The Necklace” 
Maupassant
“The Cask of Amontillado”

Poe


“The Scarlet Ibis”
 Hurst
“The Most Dangerous Game” 
Connell


“The Sniper”    
O’Flaherty
“Eva is Inside her Cat”

Marquez


“The Lottery Ticket”
Chekov
“A Haunted House”
 
Woolf


“The Mark of the Beast”
Kipling
“The Star”

Clarke


“Snow”
Alvarez
“The Lottery”
    Jackson

(ii) Independent Reading: Students are required to read a novel independently; assignments/sharing to be determined by teacher.

Unit 4 and 5 – Genre Studies:  Non-Fiction and The Novel  (Part 1:  Non-Fiction     Part 2: The Novel - To Kill a Mockingbird)
Students will read a variety of non-fiction pieces and to learn and practice the skills necessary for reading and evaluating non-fiction.  Students will look at persuasive language, conduct research on the society, economics, culture and politics of 1930s North America in order to further their understanding of the novel,  Kill a Mockingbird. Students will reflect on the ramifications of the novel genre in journal entries, and write an analytical essay to demonstrate understanding of characterization, plot, structure, theme, setting, narrative voice, language and society. Students will explore and understand the socio-economic aspects of the chosen works through their own research, discussion and application to global issues today.

(iii) Independent Reading: Students are required to read a novel independently; assignments/sharing to be determined by teacher.
Poetry

Throughout the academic year, students will hear, read, and study poetry to support the texts and themes found in English 9.  Students will be exposed to language specific to poetry to include alliteration, blank verse, couplet, connotation, dialect, diction, figure of speech, free verse, imagery, irony, lyric poem, metaphor, meter, narrative poem, onomatopoeia, personification, pun, rhyme, satire, simile, sonnet, stanza, symbol, theme and tone. Students are encouraged to submit their own compositions for inclusion in the arts magazine and for participation in the annual Coffee House.  

(iv) Independent Reading: Students are required to read a novel independently; assignments/sharing to be determined by teacher.
Unit 6 – Drama:  Romeo and Juliet, W. Shakespeare
Students will read Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare and study aspects specific to Elizabethan drama. Students will write a prose commentary on a selected passage from the play, produce illustrated interpretations of quotations from the play, perform dramatic presentations and learn the rudiments of film deconstruction.

(v) Independent Reading: Students are required to read a novel independently; assignments/sharing to be determined by teacher.
Conventions of the Language
Students in English 9 are expected to adhere to the conventions of the English language in their writing.  This includes using correct spelling, grammar, usage and vocabulary, knowledge of roots, quotation style, punctuation, etc.  Students will be given a variety of mini-lessons throughout the year on a wide variety of skills, and some students may be required to do additional independent work if their skills are not at grade level.  
Grade Break Down for English 9:

Tests/Quizzes


25%

Homework/Assignments
20%

Participation


10%

Common Assessments
30%

Semester Final Exam
15%




        ________

Semester Total

100%

